Introduction Sri Lanka is a lower middle-income country in the South Asian Region which is facing a growing burden of road traffi c crashes (RTCs). In Sri Lanka, RTCs lead to more than 2000 deaths and 14 000 casualties every year. We conducted this study to examine the trends of RTCs in Sri Lanka for the 30 year between 1977 and 2007. Methods We extracted the police reported RTCs between 1977 and 2007 from the statistics unit, police traffi c headquarters, Sri Lanka. We calculated the crash and the death rates per 100 000 population and analysed the trends of RTCs during the 30 years. We plotted graphs to show the trend or the RTCs during this period. 
Results
Between 1977 and 2003, all types of road traffi c crashes
